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ELFP & SHELTER i3 a non-governmental organisation whose mission 15 to confribute to banging about a
zoclety where attitzdes to the use of violence and practices of violence have been transtormed. (Our Mission,
Goals, Objcctives and Arcas ol Aclion are sel oul al Appendix L)

We are a company lunited by guarantce with charitable stalus,  The members in general meeting elect our board of
directors annually and day-to-day operations arc carricd out by a combination of paid staffers and volunteers.

Smee iis establishment in November 1994, Help & Shelter has become a recognised leader in the Gght agaimst violenee n
Guvana, particularly i the arcas of domestic, sexual and child abuse.

The Philosophv of Help & Shelter

We believe -

that the culture of tolerance of violence must and can be changed
throueh education

Lhil everyone is a unique and valuable person

that everyone has the right 1o the power 1o take control of their own life
in equal rights of all human beings

that no one has the right to be violent to another human being

LA SR

THE PEOPLE OF HELP & SHELTER

The contributions of the following people to the work of Help & Shelter, whether in a voluntary or paid capacily, during
2005 15 gratefully acknowledged:

Counselling
= Peial Baboolall
= Karen Gomes
s Yvonne Quintin
= Fairol Meisha
=  Hamala Sharma
= Beverley (Gomes-Lovell
s Denmis Culfy
= Carol Iniss-Baptiste
= Kathleen Scott

Public Education & Advocacy

= Hamala Sharma

#  Lisa Thompson

e Vulyaratha Kissoon
= (Carol Inniss-Baptiste
= Kevin Massiah

= Dennis Cufty

8 Froderick Christian

= Anita Khun-Khun

= Tranuta Radak

= Patricia Isaacs

= Karen Gomes

= Margaret Kerleious

o Ilemwattie Roopnanne
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Mdminisiration
= Zurel Neishs
= Demse Dias
= LElizabeth Cox
= Josephime Whitchead
= Pairicia Moel
*  Yvonne Ismond
=  Margaret Kertzious
s Samantha Harrinawth
* Lydia Profil

The Shelter
= Chns Lewis
n Fairol Meisha

In recognition of their outstanding voluntary contributions during 2005, the recipients of the 2005 Help & Shelter
Awards are:

# (arole Iniss-Baplisie
#  Patricia Isaacs
# Liza Thompson

The Tollowing persons served as directors during 2003:

s Denise Dias

e Josephine Whitehead
e Vidyaralha Kissoon
s Lisa Thompson

o [lizabeth Cox

s Yvonne Quintin

s Tamricia Mocl

¢ Fatricia Grey

¢ Sandra Plunmer
e Colleen Res

= MNicola Mendes
¢ Danuta Radzik

» Pairicia Isaacs
¢  Homwattie Roopnanne

THE WORK OF HEL.P & SHELTER

THE CRISIS SERVICE

Throughout 2005 our core activities continued to be:

*
W

The provision of face-to-face and hotline counsclling

-

% T'he provision of in-courl suppott to clients during legal proceedings

% The referral of clients to the Georgetown Legal Aid Clinic or other attorneys-al-law for legal assistance as
required

< The referral of clients to olher apencies for approprisle assistance as requirced

4 Public education & advocaey

< ‘[rtaining and upgrading of volunteers

e

)

Strengthening existing networking and developing new linkages



L ounselling & In-Court Support

Most ol our counselling and in-cowt support was provided under the auspices of our Canada-Caribbean Gender Equaliy
Programme’s Inlegraled Programme for Addressing Domestic Violenee through Advocacy, Crisis Counselling, Court
Support, Research, Analysis and Public Education (our Gender Equality Project)

Cur counsellors provided [ace-lo-lace counselling to 414 new clients, 219 persons accessed counschng through the
holline service, 60 clients were assisted through the court process and 269 clients were referred to vanous agencies lor
appropriate dssislance.

Magistrates continucd 1o refer cases to us for counsclling of perpetrators and vietims.

Chor counselling data for 2005 and cumulative data up to 31 December 2005 appear in Appendix 11

Why We Counsel

We believe that:

¥ everyone has the right to share her‘his feelings and not be violated by
another

¥ when people explore their feclings, thoughts and actions they can
make healthier choices for themselves

¥ We believe that positive responscs 1o decisions made by oneself can
increase selftesteem

Public Education & Advocacy

Our public education work mcluded:

%  Workshops under the Canada-Caribbean Gender Equality Implementing the Domestic Violence Act Project for
trontline workers in Regions 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & [0

¥ Raisine awareness of domestic, sexual and child abuse in schools

¥ Providing trammg in domestic scxual and child abuse issues lo members of the Guyana Police Foree

% Facililating or providing resource persons for scrminars, workshops and other activities organised by educational,
religious, community and other organisations and groups

# Using television and radio programmes to increase awareness of domestic, sexual and child abuse

# Producing and disiributing leatlets and posters

# Distribution of Guyana Women Lawyers’ Association’s “The Taw and You’ booklets

%  Distribution of Red Thread’s ‘Houschold Guide to the Domestic Violence Act’

# Taliny 2 advertising spaces on the Georgetown to TG sea wall

Our Public Tducation THary is set oul m Appendix 11



COwr range of leaflets was expanded, topics covered including;

Wile Abuse

Understanding Spousal Abuse

Child Abuse

Child Neglect

Rape

HSexual Assault

Anger Management

What 18 Child Abuse?

Sexual Harassment Poison the Work Place
For Parents
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W upgrraded our wwebsite at hotp/dfeoww sdnp.org. gvdhands to allow easier updating of the information it provides about
domestic violence and child abuse in Guyana. The wehsite is also used to maintain its accountability to the public by the
posting of its annual and some project reports. Most of the access 1o the website in 2005 continued to be from outside
{rvamna.

We eontinued 1o advocate for legislative changes, necluding the aboliion of corporal punishment in schools,
comprehensive reform of sexual offences legislation and the enactment of the Children’s, Family Court and Status of
Children Balls.

In September 2005 we accepled an invitation to sit on the Task Force on Domestic Violence chaired by Ms. Magda
Follard in the hope that o would have the weight to bring about improvements in the implementation of the Domestic
YViolence Act that Help & Shelter lacked.

Training and Upgrading

Two groups of new volunteers received orientation and training during the year and there were 4 number of upgrading
zessions for staff members both in-house and organised by other agencies.

In JTune. the Crisis Service Coordinator attended a training programme on TIPS — Victims Assistance, in Miami, USA,

Networking
We continued to maintain and consolidate our relationships with a wide range of governmental and non-governmental
orzanisations dealing with gender. violence and human rights issues. Networking partners mcluded:

o Women's Affairs Bureau — ongoing collaboration

»  Probation & Family Wellare Department — mutual referral of clients

»  Ministry of llealth  trumng of medical staff on issues of domestic violence; participation in a development of a
National Plan of action on HIW/ATDS and the mutval referral of clients

» Guyana Police Force — training projects/sessions with recruits; collection of comparative statistical data on
domestic violence and effective communication regarding assistance to clients

s Guyana Human Rights Assoctation — collaboration on advocacy and mutual referral of clients

s National Commission on Women  provision of data for report on the Legal Status of Women

s  National Commission on the Rights of the Child — provision of data for report on the Legal Status of Children m

CGvanz

Cuvana Association of Women Lawyers — relerral of clients needing legal representation

CGeorgetown Tegal Aid Chimic  mutual referral of clients.

Guvana Association of Professional Social Workers  provision of resource persons/training activities

CAMAIL Intermalional Home —referral of clients m the need of shelter

Varqua Foundation’s “Youth Can Move the World® — provision of resource persons for workshop sessions

UMNICEF — [acilitation of research on domestic violence and child abuse

Eed Thread — collaboration on advocacy on social and legal issues

® & & & & 0



PROJECTS

Canada-Caribbecan Gender Equality Programme’s Integrated Programme for Addressing Domestic
Violence through Advocacy, Crisis Counselling, Court Support, Research, Analysis and Public Education

Our Gender Lquality Project provided funding for the period 1 November 2004 to 15 April 2006 and enabled us to
consolidate the work done under previous projects funded by the Gender Equality Programme.

Thanks to the project:
v" Hundreds of victims of abuse received counselling

¥ Thousands of frontline and communily workers, teachers and school children were sensitised to and educated
ahout domestic, sexual and child abuse

v Tens of thousands gained some knowledge of our existence and the issues we address through our leaflets,
posters, sea wall signs and public service announcements broadeast countrywide on radio and television

v As a result of key personnel training and sensitisation programmes, there were significant improvements in the
police and courts” handling of domestic violence cascs, particularly with regard to the more expeditions handling
of Domestic Vielence Act applications and the protection of victims’ right to privacy

¥ In the wake of the JTanuary 2005 floods, approval was given for Help & Sheller to organise a training coursc in
psycho-social counselling for 16 participants from the Volunteer Youth Corps, Red Thread, Women Across
Differences, the Ministry of Labour, Human Services & Social Sceunty, Men of Purpose and Help & Shelter,

Help & Shelter again aclmowledges the enormous debt of gratitude owed to the Government and People of Canada lor
their invaluable support.

USAID/GHARP Training & Advocacy on ITITV/AIDS, Domestic Violence & Child Sexnal Abuse Project

Under this 12 month project, which began on 1 July 2005 funding was programmed to enable:

% The development, production and testing of a training guide addressing the linkages between domestic and child
abuse and HIV/ALDS

%  Workshops using the training guide in each of the 10 administrative regions of Guyana with trontline anel
community workers

# The provision of counselling services and basic HTV/AIDS information & education to survivors ol domestic
violence and child abuse

¥ The provision of enhanced referral for care and support services

% The establishment of a formal referral relationship with the GUM Clinie

UsAID/Guyvana Democratic Consolidation & Contlict Resolution Project

From February to December 2005 Help & Shelter received vital adninistrative support [rom the TISATIVGDCCE. Project,
which funded employment and other expenses not covered under other projects. thereby cnabling us to sustain the
operation of the Crisis Service.

UNIFEM Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence Against Women Domestic Violence Prevention Projoct

The UNIFEM project allowed us to continue our rap sessions and advocacy activities, especially with the police. We did a
Rupid Assessment Survey on attitudes to Domestic Violenee so as to inform the public edusation activilies.

The full project report 15 wvailable at our website at l_n-tr}:.-’.-"u-'u-'w.r-;dnp.clr,o_.,cr_‘,-'.-"huml5.-"ﬁh:ﬂ.-"unifcturenortizinﬁﬂﬂfr.ndf_'

UNIFEM Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence Against Women Joint Project with Red Thread

In April 2005 [unding was received for Red Thread & Help & Shelter's joint project cntitled ‘Documenting Scaual Abuse
and Violence Against Women and Girls in the Racial/Ethnie/TPolitical Conflict in Guyana’. Red Thread undertook main
6



responsibility for project inplementation while Help & Shelter undertook legal respunsibility for overall administeation
and responsibility for financial administration and reporting,
As a result of changes in the conditions under which the project was being implemented, some of the programmed

weiiviries could nod fake place as planned and al the end of the year it was anticipated that the project would be catended to
accommerdaie the changed conditions.

TILLP & SHELTER’S 10" ANNIVERSARY

International Thay for the Elimination of Violence against Women (November 25) 2005 was the 10" anniversary of the
launching Help & Shelter’s Cnisis Service. We marked the day and the 16 days of Activism Apainst Violence Againut
Women with a number of events, including:

» A film show at the Sidewalk Café, Middle Street
*  Anevening of poctry and prose at the Oasis coffee shop on Carmichael Sireet
* A Saturday morning street intervention in front of NBIC on Water Sireci

As usual. Help & Shelter collaborated with the Women's Affairs Burcau in the organisation of and participation in
activitics to mark IDEYV AW and the 16 Days of Aclivism.

THE SHELTER

n January we responded positively to the Government's request that we allow the shelter to be used Jor the temparary
sccomodation of flood victims. Over 117 persons stayed at the shelter during a 3 weck period.

As a rosult of diseussions with the Ministry of Tabour, Human Services & Social Security, in August 2005 funding of 56
million was provided for the reopening and running of the shelter under a Memorandum of Understanding between the
Mimisiry & Tlelp & Shelier whereby the shelter would be used as a refuge for both female victims of domestic violence
and thewr children and female and under 14 male victims of trafficking in persons.

By the end of the vear a Shelter Manager had been employed and progress towards the re-opening of the shelter was well
umdeTway.

FINANCES & ACCOUNTABILITY

Help & Shelter benefited substantially during 2005 from an increased Government subveniion, We remain extremcly
grateful 1o the Government for providing us with an annual subvention, rent free accommodation for our Crisis Service
und for having given us the land on which our sheller was built and supported our application for funding o build the
sheller,

A combination of the January 2005 floods and their lony after-effects and (he absence of large umdraising event exporiisc
resulled m a substantial reduction in fundraising income during the yvear. We did however continue lo receive suppor in
cash or kind from a number of mdividuals and organisations and we are extremcly gratetul to each and cvery oneg of them,

Cur adherenee to high standards of financial transparency continued, Our audited financial statements appear in Appendix
IV,

CONCLUSION

2005 was another challenging year for ITelp & Shelter. The demand for our counselling and public education services
sireiched our financial and human resources but thanks to the funds provided tlwough vur projects and by the government,
individuals and organisations and to the dedicalion of our staffers and volunicers, we ended the year reasonably conlident
that we could survive the challenges of 2006 and bevond.

The need for the services that Help & Sheller provides remains - unlortunately - as strong as ever, The extent to which
violence in all ils Jorms continues to pervade Guyana spurs us on to find more effeetive ways of reaching and assisting
victims and chunping attitudes and practices,

Onee aguin, Help & Shelter extends deepest appreciation o all those who in any way assisted us in our work durmg 2005,



